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Provision without Permission — The Prize of Morality

One fine and harmonious summer day, a starved traveller, named Tabith, encounters
an exquisite apple tree. Without hesitation, the man grabs a tempting apple from it and starts
chewing on it. He thanks Allah for the tasty fruit, but, half way through eating his apple,
Tabith realizes what a horrible deed he has committed. He has eaten someone else’s
provision without permission. Filled with shame, Tabith knocks on the door of the owner of

the tree and the garden with intentions of begging for forgiveness.

The owner of the garden opens his door and welcomes the exhausted Tabith to his
home. Tabith hesitates, but follows the owner, touched by his generosity. The owner offers
fresh fruits for his guest and that is when Tabith explains why he formerly knocked on his
door seeking for the owner’s forgiveness. He becomes happy when the owner forvgives him,
but his smile quickly turns to confusion as he proposes forgiveness under one condition. He
shocks Tabith by telling him that that he will forgive him only if he marries his mute, deaf,

blind and crippled daughter. He is later taken to the guest room to ponder on this proposition.

Tabith spends a restless night filled with nightmares about what he has gotten himself
into. He is able to go back to sleep and wake up next morning to the sound of chirping birds.
He approaches the owner and tells him that he would never want to give up his dream just
because he ate half an apple without permission, however, he most definitely would not be
able to liv with the sin of not fighting for forgiveness. Thus, he decides to marry the daughter.
The joyed owner has everything prepared already, so after signing the wedding papers,
Tabith is taken to his new wife’s room and what he find in that room is unexpected and
astonishing. Instead of facing a mute, deaf, blind and crippled daughter, he is met with a
beautiful young woman. He is bewildered because he would have never thought that the
owner could possess the power of lying to him. Nevertheless, his new wife tells him the truth
about her complications. “I am deaf because I have never heard any evil in the world, I am
mute because | have never spoken evil, I am blind because have never seen evil in the world,
and I am crippled because I have never walked to evil,” she explains and Tabith crumbles
down to the ground filled with meticulous emotions. She says that she is the true prize of his

morality, teaching the theme of always being rewarded after completing one’s life in morale.



